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Summary:

The nature of ancient Mesopotamian religion necessitated the
realistic representation of these deities through symbols, mythical
forms, and numbers. This was done to express religious beliefs and
illustrate the roles and positions of each god, both in mundane and
mythical matters. The symbols representing the ancient
Mesopotamian gods emerged early on, most likely during the
Samarra civilization (5111-4900 B.C), and further developed in
Babylon and Assyria. These symbols and forms conveyed the
attributes and powers of the gods, indicating their role in religious
and public life. In addition to being part of the cultural heritage of
ancient Mesopotamia, they reflected the relationship between
humans and gods. When depicting a specific deity, they were
indicated by their own unique symbol in various artistic scenes. In
addition to symbols, numbers were also used to represent them,
although the most famous symbols were animal symbols associated
with the mythical nature of wind and hurricanes deities.
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