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The role of the British agency in supporting British
influence in Kuwait (1899-1904 AD)

Abstract

Since the conclusion of the protection agreement in 1899 AD
between the British government and Kuwait, the former has worked
to tighten its grip on all matters inside Kuwait. It is worth noting that
Kuwait had strategic advantages that distinguished it from other
emirates of the Arabian Gulf, so the British government wanted to
control Kuwait through this agency. At first, Britain was careful not
to officially announce the existence of this agency, because Britain
was keen not to provoke the Ottoman Empire against it, especially
since the Ottomans viewed Kuwait as a land subject to them.

The British authorities hesitated to announce the protection
agreement between them and Kuwait, so the function of the political
agent was initially secret, in order to prevent provoking the
Ottomans, and also for fear that the great powers would demand that
they also have an agent like the British agent in Kuwait.

However, since the end of 1902 AD, the British authorities
began to think about officially establishing a political agency in
Kuwait and announcing a protection treaty. This was due to the
Ottoman Empire’s increasing interference in Kuwaiti affairs and its
attempt to control it by force. Also, since this period some countries
began to intervene, such as Russia and Germany in Kuwait, in order
to gain influence in the latter. Therefore, the British government
officially established the British Agency in Kuwait in 1904 AD, after
many discussions between the British authorities.
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