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The negative role of demonic beings as killers in ancient
Egyptian religious thoughts

Abstract:

The ancient Egyptian believed that some demons bring chaos into
the world, while others mediate between order and chaos or the sacred and
the profane by protecting sacred places on earth and in the afterlife from
desecration. The truth is that studying demonic beings in terms of names
and roles is a very complex matter due to the diversity of their forms and
names and the great overlap in the roles assigned to them, in addition to
the fact that separating between the positively beneficial “demons” and the
negative, malicious “demons” represents a great challenge, because many
of the latter demons have Contrasting traits. However, the classification of
the category of demons studied in this article as malicious does not
contradict the dual aspect of demons, as demons were considered helpers
of the gods, so demons were armed with weapons as an expression of
power, and most often these weapons were knives and arrows, as they were
considered tools of war and slaughter, so killing took place. Using weapons
is one of the methods used by demons, in addition to the role of demons in
causing death by burning with fire, as well as their role in hunting humans
in the same way they capture animals prepared for slaughter, so that the
demonic threat extends to the point of removing people’s internal organs.

Key Words:

Demons; Body Organs; Demon weapons; Burning by fire; Ripping out the heart;
Killing.
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