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The United Nations and the 1995 Srebrenica Genocide and its
Aftermath until 2017

Abstract

On July 11, 1995, the town of Srebrenica in Bosnhia and Herzegovina fell into the
hands of the Bosnian Serb forces, which was considered a safe area according to
Security Council resolutions. The fall of Srebrenica was followed by the escape
of about 25,000 of its inhabitants, mostly women, children and the elderly, to the
headquarters of the Dutch battalion in the town of Potocari, which was
responsible for protecting Srebrenica. Additionally, nearly 15,000 men and a few
women and children in a long queue walked through the forests to the town of
Tuzla under the government of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Bosnian Serbs carried
out a mass displacement of women, children and the elderly in and around the
Dutch battalion headquarters after separating the men from them on 12 and 13
July to the nearest area under the control of the Government of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Bosnian Serb forces also deported the men to the town of Bratunac
while chasing the queue that headed to Tuzla where several thousand of them
fell into captivity and deported to and around the town of Bratunac, where they
were executed en masse in several areas from 14 to 17 July. Consequently, more
than eight thousand Muslims of Bosnia and Herzegovina were killed in a
massacre that is the largest war crime in Europe since World War 1l. Thus, the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) has
considered it a genocidal crime, as has the International Court of Justice.

The research deals with the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1992, the
situation of Srebrenica during the war and the Security Council resolution
declaring it as a safe area. The fall of Srebrenica into the hands of the Serbs and
the massacres that followed its fall. In addition, the role of the International
Tribunal in uncovering mass graves and prosecuting war criminals until the end
of the Court’s work in 2017.

Keywords:
Srebrenica, Boshia and Herzegovina, Bosnian Serbs, Yugoslavia, United
Nations
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