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Abstract

A contradiction lies in the critical methodology and poetic
creativity of Abbas Mahmoud Al-Aggad. The research is intended to
bring out what Al-Aqgad's idea of poetry is and what roles it plays.
In Al-Aqgad's view, poetry is the beautiful expression of true
emotions and that it is the honest reflection of the poet's life because
the poet is one who may feel and gets to feel in others.

Although one of the most important critics in the Arab world and
therefore one influential factor regarding Arabic literature and
culture, Al-Aqgad does not naturally connect his critical principles
with his poetic practice. It was not mere theory for Al-Aqgad to open
poetry on all subjects; actually he revived the theory and applied it
by taking trivial and mundanity for themes or subjects that hardly
engaged one's intellectual mind in serious thoughts, such as shop
windows, traffic policemen, Sunday laundry workers, shop goods,
beggars, etc.

When comparing the critic Al-Aggad's views with the poet, it
shows a profound gap between the critic's theory as such, and the
application of it in practice.

The study has an introduction, "And They Ask You About
Poetry," and then has three main sections:

The Critic as a Failed Writer

Al-Aqggad as a Critic

Criticisms of Al-Aggad's Poetry.

Each section includes some representative examples. Descriptive
methodology is used to reveal the contradiction very clearly existing
between Al-Aggad's methodological critical principles and his poetic
outpult.
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