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"The Aligarh Movement and Its Role in the Dissemination of

Modernist Thought Among Muslims in the Indian
Subcontinent™
Abstract:

This study examines the Aligarh Movement, which arose in response
to the declining social and educational conditions of Muslims under
British colonial rule. The movement aimed to reform education by
integrating Western curricula with Islamic values, while reconciling
Islam with Western civilization. Its goals also included improving
the social and political standing of Muslims and defending their
rights through cooperation with the British authorities. Led by Sir
Syed Ahmad Khan, the movement sought to promote modernist
thought and foster intellectual revival among Muslims. To achieve
these goals, Sir Syed established institutions such as the Scientific
Society, Tehzeeb al-Akhlag journal, the Muhammadan Anglo-
Oriental College (which became Aligarh Muslim University), and
the All-India Muslim Educational Conference. The study highlights
the contributions and challenges faced by these institutions in
spreading modernity. Additionally, it critically analyzes the key
figures of the movement, including Sir Syed’s rationalist exegesis of
the Qur'an, Chirag Ali’s historical interpretation of texts, Shibli
Nomani’s call for the renewal of Islamic theology, and Muhammad
Igbal’s philosophical proposals for Islamic reform. The movement
was critiqued for its Western influences and its new approaches to
religious interpretation.

Keywords: Aligarh Movement, Modernity, Reform, Islamic
Thought
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