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The Terminologies Used by Imam Yahya ibn Ziyad Al-
Farra' (d. 207 AH) in Critiquing Quranic Readings

Abstract

This study examines the terminologies and expressions employed by Imam Al-
Farra' in critiquing Quranic readings. It begins by emphasizing the sanctity of the
Quranic text and its intrinsic connection to the Arabic language, while providing
a concise overview of the criteria for accepting Quranic readings. The research
highlights that some linguists critiqued well-established, Mutawatir readings
based solely on grammatical principles, leading to confusion among researchers
and raising doubts about the Quranic text.

The primary aim of this study is to explore the terminologies used by Imam
Al-Farra’ in critiquing Mutawatir Quranic readings and to clarify his
methodology. The study underscores the importance of accurately understanding
these terms to avoid conflating critique with selection or preference. A practical
application of these terms is provided through an analysis of Al-Farra's work
Ma ‘ani al-Qur'an.

The research also includes a brief biography of Imam Al-Farra’, highlighting
his scholarly stature, notable teachers, and significant contributions. Examples of
his critical terminologies are presented, such as "error" (~=_), "inappropriate"
(==, "not permissible” (_iss ¥, and "I do not like it" (+sid/ <), alongside
terms used for preference, such as "better" (25, "closer to correctness” ( =¥/
il sal)), and "the preferred view" (L/ crgn s/ ).

The study concludes by discussing the implications of understanding these
terminologies and their role in evaluating Quranic readings.

Keywords: Critiqgue of Quranic Readings, Al-Farra’, Quranic Readings
Science
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