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The Religious and Quranic Influence in Al-Rafi'i's
Literature

Abstract

Al-Rafi'i is regarded as one of the most prominent writers, thinkers, and pioneers
of the essay in modern Arabic literature. His works and articles resonated deeply
across various scientific and literary circles. However, what Al-Rafi'i is most
renowned for is his Islamic thought and his conservative, heritage-oriented
approach. His religious philosophy is broadly reflected in his writings,
encompassing intellectual, scientific, and linguistic dimensions.

This study aims to demonstrate the extent to which Al-Rafi'i’s literature is
influenced by his religious and traditional ideas, as well as the primary
characteristics of his literary style from two perspectives:

1. The intellectual aspect, focusing on the issues and themes he addresses or
discusses.

Among the most notable of these issues are the status of women, social reform,
Islamic identity, and the cultural renaissance in the East. Al-Rafi'i’s views on
these topics are purely Islamic, rooted in religious and moral values, and
untouched by foreign influences.

2. The linguistic aspect, examining the influence of the Quran on his literary
style.

Al-Rafi'i’s use of Quranic vocabulary was manifested in several forms, including
direct citation of Quranic verses, partial incorporation of verses, and structuring
sentences in a Quranic style. This resulted in his sentences being characterized
by what is known as the “Quranic expression.”

Keywords: Al-Rafi'i, literature, Quran, Islamic philosophy, social issues,
Quranic sentence.
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