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The position of the Gulf countries on the Iranian

revolution
Abstract

The Iranian Revolution played a role in changing Iran's international relations,
especially with the Arab Gulf states. After the success of the revolution,
Khomeini announced that the Iranian Republic would work to export the
revolution, and not limit it inside Iran. Therefore, this policy had an impact on
relations with the Arab Gulf. Each country has taken different positions towards
the principle of exporting the revolution.

After the victory of the Iranian revolution in 1979, Tehran opened a new page in
the history of relations with the Gulf states, after Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi
was famous for his role as the “policeman of the Gulf” to protect Western oil
interests, especially the American ones. Imam Khomeini’s arrival to power
brought about a radical change in Iran’s foreign policy after the declaration of
the Islamic Republic. He adopted the slogan “Neither East nor West, an Islamic
Republic” as a basic determinant in his dealings with the outside world.

From the beginning, the Arab Gulf countries declared their rejection of the
revolution, and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was the country most opposed to
the outbreak of this revolution, then other countries followed suit in taking the
same position. The position of the Gulf countries can be justified in rejecting the
revolution for several reasons, including that the revolution called for the
establishment of a republican system and the judiciary. On the monarchy of the
Shah, and therefore the Gulf states were afraid of the spread of these principles,
and thus the result of this might be a threat to their thrones. Consequently, these
countries worked to take dual positions towards the revolution. When the
revolution was at its beginning, they declared their support for the Shah, but
when the revolution succeeded and overthrew the Shah’s regime, these countries
began to change their declared policy.

There were some countries that supported the revolution since its outbreak,
welcomed it, and took a positive stance towards the revolution, such as the
Emirates and Oman. These two countries worked to encourage the revolution
and announce their support for Iran in that period, and this policy stemmed from
the desire of both the Emirates and Oman. Changing the pattern of relations with
Iran, after relations with the old regime represented by the Shah had cooled.
Keywords: Iranian Revolution, Khomeini, Gulf states, Shah Exporting
Revolution Policy.
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