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Gilbert Ryle's Critique of Cartesian ""mythical®
explanation of Mind.

A Summary

"The Concept of Mind" was the title of Ryle's Book which was published in
1949. In this book Ryle criticized what he called "The Cartesian Myth or The
Dogma of the Ghost in the Machine", by this Ryle refers to Descartes' rigorous
(Mind-Body) Dualism. Ryle gave a new solution to the Mind-Body problem by
using natural language analysis. Using this analysis, we find him saying in that
book's introduction: "The philosophical argunts which constitute this book are
intended not to increase what we know about Minds, but to rectify the logical
geography of the knowledge which we already possess."

Ryle' aim was to correct what he called "The Category Mistake "which is
putting a thing of one category or logical type in the idioms appropriate to
another. Descartes committed this mistake when he saw Mind containing mental
episodes.

According to Ryle, there are no two distinct substances: Mental and Physical,
and when we describe one person with Intelligence we do not mean the
occurrence of special processes in his hidden stream of consciousness, but we
refer to the way in which he conducts his performances and to his dispositions to
behave in a certain way when some conditions occur.

Keywords
Disposition  /Cartesian Myth /The Dogma of the Ghost in the Machine

The argument of Regress / Practical exercise / Logical geography.
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