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Versailles’s Treaty about Saar Basin:

- Atrticle (27/ 3): with France: The frontier of 18 July 1870, from
Luxemburg to Switzerland with the reservations (Saar Basin).

- Atrticles (45-49): Saar Basin:

- Article (45): AS compensation for the destruction of the coal-
mines in the north of France and as part payment towards the
total reparation due from Germany for the damage resulting
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from the war, Germany cedes to France in full and absolute
possession, with exclusive rights of exploitation, unencumbered
and fee from all debts and charges of any kind, the coal-mines
situated in the Saar.

- Article (46): In order to assure the rights and welfare of the
population and to guarantee to France complete freedom in
working the mines, Germany agrees to the provisions of
chapter | and 11 of annex hereto.

- Article _(47): In order to make in due time permanent
provision for government of the Saar Basin in accordance with
the wishes of the populations, France and Germany agree to
the provisions of the chapter 111 of the annex hereto.

- Article (48): The boundaries of the territory of the Saar Basin,
as dealt with in the present stipulations, will be fixed as
follows: on the south and south- west: by the frontier of France
as fixed by the present treaty.

- Article (49): Germany renounces in favour of the League of
Nations, in the capacity of trustee, the government of the
territory defined above. At the end of fifteen years from the
coming into force of the present treaty the inhabitants of the
said territory shall be called upon to indicate the sovereignty
under wich they desire to be placed to Germany or France.
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James Pollock: Op.Cit, P.281.  Hartmann Fritz: :oe &
Op.Cit, P. 208.
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Franco — German Agreement on the Saar 23 October 1954
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M.Mendes France, Prime Minister, and Dr Adenauer, Federal
German Chancellor, signed in Paris an agreement setting out the
principles for a solution of the Saar problem. Its main_provisions
Were:

1- The Saar should have a European statute within the framework of
Western European Union. After approval by a referendum the statute
would no longer be brought in question until the conclusion of a peace
treaty.

2- A European commissioner, who would not be a Frenchman, a
German, or a Saarlander, would be appointed by a majority vote
(including the votes of France and Germany) in the Council of
Ministers of Western European Union.He would be responsible to
that Council, would represent Saar interests in the field of foreign
affairs and defence, and would supervise the observation of the
statute.Decisions regarding the Saar in the Council would be by
simple majority. The approval of the Saar to the appointment of the
commissioner would be required. The tow Governments would
propose to other participating Governments that Saar interests should
be represented in the Council of Europe, the Coal and Steel
Community, and Western European Union. (In the Committee of
Ministers of the Council of Europe, in the Council of Ministers of
Western European Union, and when foreign Ministers met in the
Committee of Ministers of the Coal and Steel Community, the Saar
commissioner would attend in an advisory capacity).

3- The tow Governments would propose that the participation of the
Saar in European defence should be determined by a treaty within the
framework of Western European Union, and that in questions
affecting the Saar the Supreme Allied Commander, Europe, should
always act in close consultation with the Saar commissioner.

4- Political parties, associations, newspapers, and assemblies would
not be subject to licence. Any intervention from outside designed to
influence Saar public opinion would be prohibited.

5- In the event of acceptance of the statute by referendum, the Saar
Government would observe its provisions, and everything would be
done to ensure the necessary changes in the Saar constitution.

6- The Saar government would hold new elections to the Diet within
three months. The referendum on the Saar statute would be held
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three months after entry into force of para (4).

7- The German and French Governments bound themselves to
maintain and guarantee the Saar statute until the conclusion of a
peace treaty and would ask the U.K and U.S Governments to do the
same.

8- Provisions of the peace treaty on the Saar would require approval
of the Saar population by a referendum without any restriction.

9- The tow Governments would jointly strive to permit maximum
development of the Saar economy.

10- The existing principles of the French-Saar economic union would
be incorporated into an agreement which would also take into
account:

a) The aim to create a progressive development of economic relations
between Germany and the Saar similar to those existing between
France and the Saar with a view to expansion of German, French, and
European economic co-operation, but in such a way as not to
endanger the Franco-Saar currency union or the application of the
Franco-Saar economic conventions, and not to make necessary a
customs frontier between France and the Saar.

b) The retention of existing currency arrangements until the creation
of a currency of a European character.

c) The adoption of measures in the near future to expand economic
relations between Germany and the Saar.

d) The conclusion of agreements between France, Germany and the
Saar in which the principles laid down in (a), (b) and (c) should be
applied and precaution taken to avoid any severe prejudice to the
balance of payments between the French franc area and the Federal
Republic of Germany.

e) Saar responsibility for the administration of the whole coal output
of the Saar including the Warndt, together with the mining
installations administered by the Saar mines.

11- The tow Governments would recommend that the seat of the
European Coal and Steel Community by moved to Saarbricken.
Three letters from Dr Adenauer to M.Mendés France were also
published with agreement. Tow of these acknowledged the receipt of
letters in which M.Mendés France gave an assurance that the
competent French authorities would be instructed to examine " in a
spirit of co-operation " applications from German banks and
* A .
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insurance companies for permission to set up in the Saar and
informed him that the existing confiscation of property in the Saar
would be lifted before the holding of the referendum on the Saar. The
third letter acknowledged receipt of a copy of a letter from M.Mendeés
France to Herr Hoffmann, Prime Minister of the Saar, in which
M.Mendés France outlined the arrangements, agreed between them
for increasing the participation of Saarlanders in the Saar coal mines
administration.

108 S
Archive des Volkerrechts: Abkommen Zwischen der Regierung
der Bundesrepublik Deutschland und der Regierung der
Franzdsischen Republik Uber das Statute der Saar vom 23
Oktober 1954, No.4, Juli 1956, pp.467-470.
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The Press and Information Office of the Federal Government of
Germany: Germany Reports: Op.Cit, P.135.
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der Bundesrepublik Deutschland und der Regierung der

Franzosischen Republik Uber das Statute der Saar vom 23
Oktober 1954, No.4, Juli 1956.

- Hartmann Fritz: Dokumente des dritten Reichs, Franz Eher
Zentral Verlag, Minch, 1939.
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- H.Temperley: A history of the Peace Conference of Paris
"Chronology, Notes and Documents, Vol.3, Institute of
International Affairs, London, 1920.
Report of Public Opinion in the Saar, February 1956, Report
-No0.229, March 19, 1956.
- The Press and Information Office of the Federal Government of
Germany: Germany at a Glance, second edition, Wiesbadener
Graphische Betriebe GmbH, 1960.
- The Press and Information Office of the Federal Government of
Germany: Germany Reports, Third Edition, 1961.
- The Report of an International Investigation Commission: The
American Committe for the "Status Quo" in the Saar, The Saar
Magazine of Europe, New York, 1935.
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- Gerhard Fuchs: Die Bundesrepublik Deutschland, Ernst Klett
Verlag, Stuttgart, 1983.
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- Colbert Held: The New Saarland, Geographical Review, Vol.41,
No.4, American Geographical Society, 1951.

- Ellen Collins: The Saarland: Key to European Unity, World
Affairs, Vol.116, No.2, World Affairs Institute, 1953.

- Frank Russell: The Saar Basin Governing Commission, Political
Science Quarterly, Vol.36, No.2, Academy of Political Science,
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3 November 1954), Royal Institute of International Affairs.
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